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the SOUT
Revolt, Exodus

Change South

By ETHEL 1,. PAYNE

{Installment 1)
| The impact of the industrial rev-
olution upon the South in the
wake of the boll weevil scourge
which destroyed the one-commod-
ity-cotton ceonomy, shatiered the
eld feudalism philosophy of the
South which had paved the way
for the Civil War.

GREAT MIGRATION

* In the depression”and war years,
WNegroes migrated by the thous-
ands to the North and West. Lured
by higher wages proffered them
and a dream of helter treatment,
they poured out of the South,
siripping the arca of a vast res-
ervoir of unskilled labor and farm
workers as well as domestic help.
The transition from rural life to
#he fast hard pace of urban living
was teo much for many o adjust
o

| But somc elecled o remain,
principally because their agrarian
fnstincls made them cling to the
land_ stubborn as it was lo wrest
a living from and as hard as the
master race was on them.

WHE COMMON MAN

{ Along came Franklin Roosevelt
wnd his revolutionary theories on
the common man, That had ap-
peal to an impoverished South
which needed help from the Fed-
eral governmeni to keep it from
starving, Mechanization and new
indusirics moving in brought pros-
perity and trouble too,
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JUST BEFORE civil rights
rally on Detroit’s Eastside, E,
Danjel Nixon, treasurer, Mont:
gomery Improvement Associa-
tion, discusses the Montgom.

ery, Ala. bus boycoll with of-
ficeys and staff members of

UAW. Later be addressed
1,500 UAW members who con-
tributed over $2,000 at t h e
mecting. Seated, Ieft to right,
Nixon, Kenneth Morris, co-

director Region 1; Norman
Matthews. Standing, left to

right, William Lattimore, ig.
ternational representative, Res
gion 1; William H. Oliver, co-
director, Fair Practices and
Anti . Discrimination depart.
ment; William Bowman, intew

national representative,
gion 1.

Re-
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| The new cnemy was almost as
menacing ag the old “hobble-de-
boo" of ‘“‘uppily nigras” gelling
oul of line, perhaps even more
0.

| Yrade unionism was fts name,
M smacked of socialism and to
the home growy faseists who could
only carry on their power by ruth-
bess suppression of liberalism in
eny form, this represented a hor-
Fible nightmare of integration and
overthrow of the status quo,

| Right b work laws and ter-

Poristic eampaigns helped some,
but they weren't enough to halt
the dangerous trend of the little
people to wake up and sce that
they were being duped.

{ The next siep then was to in-
fitrate the ranks of labor and
sow sceds of dissension that black
men would take the place of white
men on skilled jobs if they weren't
beld rigidly down and barred from
membership.

| At the same time, the chambers
of commerce and tycoons of busi-
pess and industry were busy
sonding emissaries to the North
to lure new industry into the South
with attractive offcrs of tax Isce
Prnd sites and chicap lebor,

| The Jatter meant non-upion 3a-
bor. So therc was war within and
without owganized Ibor. The
pkilled technicians and menege-
ment from the North who came
In with the plants werc carrfully
brainwashed of ¥ankee ideas and
often times, thoay would become
more “Southermn™ fhap the pative
BODS.
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ACT OF DECSION

Masy 17, 3054, the Diow S0},
mpact was sthe same as the
Hring on Foxt Sumter that kod o
the Civll Wax, only this time the
Bouth was depending an  three
thods of getting around the de-
oision, tostead of raising an army.
v 1, Use every legal means poesd-
o circumvent the dccree.
Jodge John FPoxker of the
G & Cwhcult Couxi of Agpenis-

for the Fourth Circuit gives this
interpretation of the decision.
“The constitution does not re-
qguire integration. It forbids dis-
crimination.. It does not forbid
segregation, It forbids the use of
governmential powers to enforce
scgregation.”’

2. Mobilizing a powerful prop-
aganda campaign to win sympa-
thy for its feelings and to help
in delaying indefinitely the imple-
ment of the dccision, In this,
some observers feel the South is
making the most headway, I
fact, A, Philip Randolph charges
that the Northern press is being
“brainwashed'’ by the Southern
press into pleading its case for
gradualism which means “new

5%

g!

-erism.”

3. Increasing intimidation and
terrorism against Negro citizens to
frighten them into yielding. So
far, this has stiffened opposition

DA 1-4154
on the part of Negroes, but the
present aim of the white South-
ern strategists is to encircle and
annihilate the NAACP in order to
leave Necgroes without abny legal
wecapons lo fight back,

In general, the 17 states affected
by the Supreme Court decision fall
into three categories, 1. ‘“Accept-
ance’’: Kentucky, Kansas, Mary-
land, Missouri, Tennessce, West
Virginia and Oklahoma. 2, "“Wait
and Sce'’: Arkansas, Nortn Car-
olina, Texas and Florida. 3. “Re-
ject”: Alabama, Georgla, Louis-!

fana, Mississippl, South Carolina
and Virginia.

Jn the acceptance group, it iIs
notable that these are border
states where the Negro population
¥6 not as heavy as in the deep
South, Some states like Missouri
and Kansas have moved right
ahead without waiting for imple-
mentation instructions. ‘

In the Wait and See group, Ar-
kansas has attempted in some
parts of the state to go ahead,
but has been set back in some
instances, for example in the
widely publicized ease of the

small town of Hoxie. |

Florida is wrestling with the
newest court ovder requiring the
admission of a Negro to its state
university law school, Texas has
opened some public and graduate
schools. And North Carolina has
college students, although so far,
none of this has passed on to the
Iower grades,

The hard core of resistance is
in the six decep South states
where the prediction is that some
day, a local authorit, is going to
defy a direct order from the
courls to admit Negro children
and the courts will then be g®
quired to prosecute and carry opd
the order. .

What most Southerners haw
overlooked is that at least paw
chologically and emotionally, the
Negro has matured rapidly and
is quite ready for integration,

The biggest shortcoming is I
the inequities of the separate Sy
tems where the Negro studem
lags behind scholastically due to
inadequate training, an argument
al the more powerful in favor
of eradication of the segregated
rule, i
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RACE W
FOR EMANCIPATION
POVERTY, RACE, SEX

How free are American women?
How civilized? It is said that a
very good measuring rod of free-
dom, civilization and democracy. in’
America as everywhere else, is thei
position of women. What a mock-,
ery was “Mother's Day” in a world
where mothers bave not been con-
sidered in building its security and
happiness, Where mothers’ sons
are slaughtered despite mothers
voice. One cannot observe the po-
sition of women in America today
without reference to the country's
struggle for women's rights. To do
so would be as ridiculous as to
approach the fight for Megro rights
without bearing in mind the glorious
traditions of -the Abolitionists and
the Civil War.

| control

Just one hundred years ago. the\
white woman in these glorious
United States was little more than
the chattle of her husband, or her
father; either could beat her with
legal impunity. Her right to an
education, a professional career,
over her own children.
ownership of property in her own'
name, had not been established. St:leI
hal no vote and no wvoice. The
limited rights that women enjoy in
this couniry" today are not gifts.
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They are CONCESSIONS WON
THROUGH MILITANT STRUGGLE
in which some men have helped but
the work was done chiefly by wom-
en themselves. To imagine that
women gained full emancipation
through the Nineteenth Amendment
to the Constitution is just as absurd
as to suppose that the Negro gained
full and equal rights through the
passage of the Thirteenth Amend-
ment. The condition of the coun-
try today, the high points in wom-
en's life during the past ten years
will show only too clearly the limit-
ed nature of women's freedom.

At the time of the 1830 census
there were supposed to be ten and
three-guarter millions of working
women in the United $States—more
than six times as many as in 1870
Throughout the last ten years. data
show that women's wages were only
from 50 to 60 per cent as high as
men’s.” Not only do women receive
fess than men for the same work
but in many cases skilled women
receive less than men engaged in
unskilled work. :
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Race Women )
TWO MILLION of the nation's

workers .are NEGRO WOMEN. the;

worst paid and the most overbur-
dened of all, tribly exploited be-
cause of their POVERTY, their
COLOR OR RACE and their SEX
The greatest barrier to full rights

that face white women is that of:

SEX, and with the growing num-
bher of white women fast becoming
a part of the legislative bodies of
cities; counties, states and of the
national government itself, white
women have lifted the standard of
women and will continue to do so.
To emancipate their sex is the key
to all other advantages ef citizen-
ship that confront {bem as a whole.
But what of the Race woman?

No entire group of women has
ever been so poverty siricken as
the Race women. Her father, bro-
ther and son are as poverty stricken
as she, so there is little to expect
from them. Neither they nor she
has any economic backing. Neither
makes a living wage.

The fact that she is a2 woman of
color is a most formidable barrier
to employment. Read the advertise-
ments in the daily papers and note
the times “wh" (meaning white) is
used. - Then, too, the majority of
our women are unskilled workers.
It isn’t necessary for a womau to
be 3 college graduate to be able to
do any one thing well. Illiterate
Irish women make perfect Irish
point lace and there is a market for
it. Persiam,” Chinese, even Indian
women make or create beautiful
verfect products that find a market.
What is the matter with American
Race women? Why can't we create
sometaing that we can make per-
fectly and plentifully that w:ll find
a market? -

With the emancipation from pov-
erty and from a slave-thinking race
complex, the Race woman can better
face discrimination of sex. She must

join her white sister in the valiant|
fight she has been waging for more
than a hundred years for freedom
for the sex. To do this the Race
woman must become an independ-|
ent thinker. She must learn to rely
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more fully on herself in every way
She 'must pay more atlention to the
world outside her door and the laws
rules, customs and regulations that
exist and know whether they be in
her favor or otherwise. She must
stop taking things for granted. She
must make true the saying which
now is a fallacy—“The hand that
rocks the cradle rules the world.”
But to do this she must first believe
in herself and make that self
worthwhile. When this is done halfl
of the battle has been fought, and
the perfect end is inevitable.
TRANSPORTATION CHATRMAN
FOR ILLINOIS ANNOUNCES
SCHEDULE FOR OKLAHOMA

The officers and members of the
lllinois .Association ot Colored
Women and sister state associations
of this section, vou are, herein, no-
tified that the Alton and the Frisco,
railroads have been selected as the
official route from Chicago to Okla-
homa City for the biennial meeting
of the National Association ‘of
Colored Women for the reason that
these lines offer the best service for
our members. '
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Special coach train service has
been arranged for the accommoda-
tion of delegates and friends as fol-
lows: Leave Chicago 12:40 noon
(Daylight Time) from Union sta-
tion; or 11:40 standard time: arrive
St, Ljovis 5:10 p.m. standard time;
leave St. Louis 6:30 p.m.. standard
time, arrive Oklahoma City 8:10
a.m., standard time at Union station.
Only one night en route. Special
type coaches and dining cars. No
change of ears. Equally good return
service.

Delegates coming from Milwau-
kee, Toledo. Detroit and other
points can easily reach Chicago in
time to leave with the Chicago
group. Train passes through Joliet,
Bloomington. Springfield and S5t
Louis where members, from the East
will- join us.

By traveling together on the same
train on the going trip, we can
secure a coach party fare of $517.70
if we have 75 or more persons—if
we can get 150 to Zo together. the
fare will bé $1605 for each person
Individual return ticket is hand-

ed to each one wilth a return
limit of ten days. Arrangements
will be made so you may purchase
tickets in advance and also make
'payments in advance through your
|state chairman, Mrs. Maude E.
|$mith. chairman of transportation
for Illinois, 6432 Vernon avenue.
Chicago, IIL . :
* % &

ARKANSAS STATE ASS'N
HOLDS BOARD MEET AND
PLANS FOR CONVENTION

1t% spring: the buds begin to open;

|am sure just as all nature has taken
on new life, we.as club leaders

duty and responsibility. I am sure
| we are all willing and ready to do
‘our part to help our state work gn
'forward. Let the spirit of coopera-
| tion continue to dwell among you.
|Today's crisis brings to my mind
'the necessity of the full coopera-
| tion- of each club woman.
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the air is filled with the songs of

birds. We welcome spring, and Ii to our state meeting.

must awaken our.clubs to their

Board Meeting

Our executive board meeting in
Pine Bluff, Ark., April -18. 1941. at
the A. M. and N. college. was well
attended, and there was much inter-
est shown among the women. We
are urging the organization of more
clubs. We need more strong_wom-
en  more enthusiasm among "the
club women; organization of more
girls’ clubs. with represeniatives’ at
our stale meeting in Little Rock.
Our spomsor of girls’ clubs, Mis.

| Theresa Warren, is anxious to make
this a record breaking meeting for
' mirls. Please send more delegates

Several . communicalionis were
.read. A letler from Mrs. Johnson
'of Texas, urging the attendance of
as many as possible to the national
convention in Oklahoma City ~n
July.. We are asked tn help Texas

’ielect one of their native daughters,
Mrs. Ada B. DeMint, s national
president. There were two letters
from the ex-ireasurer. A leiter
from our executive secretary, Mrs.
Sallie Stewart. A report was made
of the timber sold from our land.
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New Clubs

I hawve received several letters
from different club women staling
that they plan to be present at our
state mecting and federate. This,
of course, sounds very efcolraging,
because we need more strength. We
stand with open arms to welcome
all new clubs.

~Annual Meetling
The annual siate meeting will be

held in  Little Rornk. Ark,
June 1. 2 anc 3.
State Dues For Ten
Members Or Fraclion Thereof
State dues. $l; National dues. $5;
Ways and Means, (minimum) $1.50;
Scholarship fund {minimum) §2;
Girls’ Industrial Home, $3; Head-
quarters, S3. .

This is the ratio of dues for the
elub of ten members, and for a club
of twenty. the amount is double.
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