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A TRUE & EXACT

HISTORY

Of the Ifland of
BARBADOES.

[lluftrated with a Map of the Ifland, as alfo the

Principal Trees and Plants there, fet forth in
their due Proportions and Shapes , drawn out by
their feveral and refpective Scales.

Together with the Ingenio that makes,the Sugar, with
the Plots of the feveral Houfes, Rooms, and other places, that
areufed in the whole procefs of Sugar-making 5 viz. the Grinding-
room, the Boyling-room, the Filling-room, the Curing-
houfe , Still-houfe, and Furnaces;

All cut in Copper.

By RICHARD LIGON, Gent.

LONDON,

Printed, and are tobefold by Peter Parker , athis Shopatthe Legand Star
over againft the Royal Exchange, and Thomas Guy at the corner
Shop of Little Lunbard-fireet and Cornbill , 1673,
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 but that play being forbidden,the duck would make them good fport, |
| for they dre ftronger Ducks, and better Divers by far than ours : and
| in this chafe, there was much of pleafure , to fee the various fwim-
mings of the Negroes 5 fome the ordinary wayes, upon their bellies,
fome on their backs, fome by ftriking out their right leg and left
arm, and then turning on the other fide, and changing both their
legandarm, which is aftronger and fwifter way of {wimming, than
any of the others : and while vve vverefecing this{port,, and obfer-
ving the diverfities, of their fvvimmings, a Negro maid, vvhovvasnot
there at the beginning of the fport, and therefore heard nothing of]|
the forbidding themtodive, put offher peticoat behind a bufh, that
was at one end of the Pond , and clofely funk down into the wa-
ter, and at one diving got to the Duck, pull'd her under water,
and went back again the fame way fhe came to the bufh,allat one dive.
Weall thought the Duck had div’d : and expected her appearance
above water, but nothing could be feen, till the fubtilty was difco-
vered, by a Chriftian that faw her goin, and {o the duck was taken
fromher.” But the trick being {o finely and fo clofely done, I beg'd
that the Buck might be given her again, which was granted, and the
young girle much pleafed.

Though therc bea mark fetupon thefe people, which will hardly
ever bevvip'd off, asof their cruelties vvhenthey have advantages,
and of their fearfulnef and falfenefs 5 yet norule {o general but hath
his acception : forIbelieve, andI have ftrong motivesto caufe me to
be of that perfvvafion, that thereare as honeft, faithful, and confCio-
nable people amongft them, as amongft thofe of Exrape, or any other
part of the vvorld.

A hint of this, I vvill give you ina lively examples and it vvas ina
time vvhen Vituals vvere fcarce, and Plantins vvere not then fo fre-
quently planted, as to afford them enough.  So thatfome of the high
{pirited and tutbulent amongft them,began tomutiny, and had a plot,
fecretly to be reveng’d on their Mafter 5 and oneor two of thefe were
Firemen that made the firesin the furnaces, who were never without
ftoreof dry wood by them. Thele villains, were refolved to make
fire to fuch part of the boyling-houfe, as they were fure would fire the
reft, and foburnall, and yet feem ignorant of the fa&, as a thing done
by accideat. But thisplot was difcovered, by fome of the others
who hated mifchicf, as much as they lov'd it 5 and fotraduc’d them to
their Mafter, and brought in {o many witnefles againft them, as they
| were forcd to confefs , what they meant fhould have been putin act
‘ the fiext night : o giving them condign punithment, the Mafter gave
order to the over{cer that the reft (hould have a dayes liberty to}
‘ them(@lves and their wives, todo what they would 5 and withall to
| allow them a double proportion of victual for three dayes, both whlqh
they refus'd : which weall wonderd at,knowing well how much they
lov'd their liberties, and their meat, having been lately pinch’d of the
one, and not hav‘h{g overmuch of the other 3 qnd therefo.re bcxng
doubtfitl what their meaning wasinthis , fufpecting fome dxfconter’)t
amongft ther, {ent for three or four of the beft of them, and defir'd

to know why they refusd this favour that was offerd them, 'bl’lt
P receiv’d
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receiv'd fuchananfiwer : as welittle expected 5 for they told us,it was
not fullennefs , or flighting the gratuity their Mafter betéw’d on
them, but they would not accept any thing asarecompenc for doing
that which becarae them in their duties todo ; nor would they have
bim think, it washope ofrewatd, that made éiicmj to accufc their fellow
fervants, but an act of Juitice, which they thought themfelves bouqd
in duty to do, and they thought themftlves fulficiently fewarded in
the A& The fubftance of this, in fuchlanguage ds they had , they
delivered,and poor Sanzbo was the Orator; By whofe exathple the others
were led bothin the difcovery of the Plot, and refufal of the gratuity:
Anid withall they faid, that if it pleas'd their Mafter, atany time, to
beftow a voluntary boon upon them, be it tiever {o {leight, they would
willingly and thankfully accept it : and thisact might have befeem’d
the beft Chriftians, though fome of themi were denyed Chriftianity ,
when they earneftly foughtit. Let others have whdt opinion they
pleafe, yet Iam ofthis belicf that there ate to be found amongft them,
{ome whoare as morally honeft, as Confcionable, as humble,as loving
to theirfriends, and as loyal to their Maftets, asany that live under the
Sunj and one reafon they have to be {o, is, they fet no great value up-
on their lives : And this is all I canremember concerning the Negroes,
exceptof their games, which I'could never learn, becaufe chey wanted
language to teach me.

As for the Indians, we have but few , and thofe fetcht from other
Countries 5 fonie from the neighbouring Iflands, fome from the
Main, which we make flaves : the Women wha are better versd in
ordering the Caflavie and making bread , then the Negroes , we
imploy for that purpofe , as alfo for making Mobbie : the men we
ufe for footmen, and killing of fith,vvhich they are good at ; vvith their
ovvnbovvesand arrovvs they vvill goout ; and m a dayes time, kill as
miuchi fith,as vvill {erve a fariily ofa dozen perf{ons,tvvo or three dayes,
if you can keep the fi(h fo long. They dre veryadive men, and apt
to learnany thing,{ooner than the Negroes 5 and as different from them
in (hape, almoft asin colour; the mien very broad fhoulder'd, deep
brealted, with large heads, and their faces almoft three {quare; broad
about the eyesand temples, and fharp at thechin, theit skins fome
of them brown, fome a bright Bay, they are much craftier,and fubtiler
then the Negrses 5 and in their nature fal@r 5 but in their bodies more
altive : their women have very fmall brealts , and have more of the
ftape of the Exropeans than the Negroes, their hair black and long ,
a great part whereothangs down upon their backs , as low as their
hanches, withalarge lock hanging overeither breaft, which feldom
i or never eurles ¢ cloathsthey fcorn to wear, efpecially if they be well
| fhapd 5a girdle they ufeof tape, covered with little fmooth fhels of ‘
t: fithes, white, and from their flank of one fide, to their flank on the |
J tother fide, a fringe of blew Bug/e § which hangs {olow as to cover their 3
privities. We had aid Indidn woman, a {lave in the houfe, who was
of excellent fhape and colour,for it wasa pure bright bays(mall breafts,
| with theniplesof a porphyrie coléur, this woman would not be woo'd
: by dany means to wear Cloatlis. Shechanc’d to be with Child, by =
hriftian (efvant , and lodging in the Zudian houfe , amonglt other

woinen,
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