
Digital Collections for the Classroom 
Resistance in the Colonial Caribbean – Sources 

 

Written by Dr. Christopher Fletcher, Newberry Library (2024) 1 
 

The State of Barbados, 15 (1684) 

 



Digital Collections for the Classroom 
Resistance in the Colonial Caribbean – Sources 

 

Written by Dr. Christopher Fletcher, Newberry Library (2024) 2 
 

The State of Barbados, 15 (1684) –Transcription  

 

In St. Vincents [an island near Barbados] are 600 Negroes [that is, enslaved West 

Africans] which are come thither either out of Ships driven upon the Coast by storme, or 

else escaped from their Masters in (the) neighboring Colonies. 

 

There are several other Islands within (the) limits of this [colonial] Government, which as 

they are either possessed by the French, or unfit for inhabitation or any other use are 

not taken notice of as particularly belonging to his Majesty [the king of England]; the 

Native Inhabitants whereof, and of all other the Caribbe Islands, bear so great hatred to 

the English, that as they doe continualy annoy them, even in time of Peace with the 

Neighbouring Colonies, soe they are in time of Warr, like to be most dangerous and 

pernicious Enemies, in conjunction with any Forreign State. 
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