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First German Edition of Dürer’s Four Books on Human Proportion (1528) 

 



Digital Collections for the Classroom 
Dürer and Representations of Race in the Renaissance – Sources 

 

Later French Edition of Dürer’s Four Books on Human Proportion (1528) 
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Excerpt from French Edition of Dürer’s Four Books on Human Proportion 
(1528) 

 

 

Il n’est rien si certain, que ceux qui ont la cognoissance de la difformité, & laidure, 

pourront facilement entendre ce qui leur est à euiter en une entreprinse d’un ouurage 

de bonne grace. Il est de vray necessaire que comme plu quelqu’un fuira la diffromité, 

de tant plus approchera il de la beauté.   

 

 

Most certainly, those who know deformity and ugliness will easily understand what to 

avoid as they develop a graceful work. For, unavoidably, the more someone flees from 

deformity, the more they approach beauty 
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Albrecht Dürer, The Adoration of the Magi (1504), Uffizi Gallery, Florence 

 

 

 


