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Social activities—The churches in Chicago serve as social-contact centers,
though not to the same extent as in the South. Frequently they arrange
lectures, community programs, fétes, and meetings. Many of them, seeking
to influence the conduct of the group, have provided recreation and amuse-
ments for their members. Several churches have social-service departments,
basket-ball teams, and literary societies. Olivet Baptist Church, with a
membership of 9,069, maintains an employment department, rooming directory,
kindergarten, and day nursery, and employs sixteen workers; in its social organ-
ization there are forty-two auxiliary departments. During the last five years
it has raised $200,000, contributed $3,600 for charitable relief, and found jobs
for 1,100 Negroes.

Unique among such developments is the People’s Church and Metropolitan
Community Center, organized by a group which withdrew from the Bethel
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African Methodist Episcopal Church in October, 1920. ~ Relying solely yp, i
membership, it raised $22,000 during its ﬁr'st ﬁve'months. Six persong .
employed to carry on the work, one a social-service secretary. Lapq Foris
church building has been purchased, and plans have been made tq buy
community-center building to accommodate several thousand people,

Relief work.—The records of the United Charities, which assumes the care
of dependent children of the juvenile court, show a much smaller Proportion
of appeals for aid from Negroes than might be expected. This is partly
‘ explained by the work of the churches in relieving Negro families, A very
RS high proportion of families below the line of comfortable subsistence belong
bl to the churches, the small “store-front’ churches. The number and Variety
: of denominational divisions and sects increases competition for membership ang

| 1 I sends pastors and members out into the community to gather in the people,

i Forty-one churches, many of them small, reported a total of $15,038 distrib-
Li | uted during 1920 for the relief of the sick and distressed.
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Following is a summary of information collected by the Commission
concerning the churches in the Negro community:

Number of churches, regular and ‘“store-front”........ 170
INUmbervisited S SaBe i R aatsiie e Sl Pl s il 146
Number of churches owning their property............ 49
\Value ot propertysowned fr S d s S n il Gl $1,677,183
Indebtedness on church properties being bought. . . . . . . $325,805.91
Amount collected in 146 churches during 1919.... ... $400,000.00
Membership of 62 of the 146 churches................ 36,856
Number in Sunday school in 57 of 146 churches. . . . ... 16,847
Number of persons in attendance in 64 of 146 churches

Mom.ing ........................................ 20,379

NEIE S et e 13,800

In a very few cases, Negroes are found to be members of white churches,
but the Negro churches have an entirely Negro membership with Negr
pastors.

“Store-front” churches—The “store-front” church membership is merely
a small group which, for one reason or another, has sought to worship inde
pendently of any connection with the larger churches, The establishment
of such a church may be the result of a withdrawal of part of the membershi?
of a larger church. They secure a pastor or select a leader from their O“.m
numl.)er and continue their worship in a place where their notions are 1ot
conflict with other influences, Most frequently a minister formerly in
S?uth has come with or followed his migrant members and has re—estf"bliSh.e
his c'hurch in Chicago. Or again a group with religious beliefs and cerem o
Dot in accord with those of established churches may establish a church ©
Itsown. The groups are usually so small and the members so poor as to 5
the purchase of 2 building impossible. The custom has been to engag® :
small store and put chairs in it. Hence the name “store-front”’ church-
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Denominations.—The varieties of denominational divisions are wide and
interesting. A classification on the basis of information collected by the
Commission is given in Table VIL.

TABLE VII
Denomination Regular  |“Store-Front”
Baptist:
IVficsionany: Baptistie enien GRiiatin . S 19 61
ree WilllBaptist-it s apo b ontoie g i 2
Primitive Baplists S s i e e 4
Methodist:
Methodist Episcopal. ................... Oictalisn s s
African Methodist Episcopal. ............ 9 6
African Methodist Episcopal Zion......... 3 T
Colored Methodist Episcopal. ............ SIS A S e
Independent Methodist Episcopal.........|.......... 6
Preshyterian & oy o i S s i ot 2 2
B pIScOpaliiciin o Sap i s ottt e shdiar s tes I e
Congregational Len s ool ek Tl st
Disciplesiof Christ /0 =00 0 A LS s P I S
Saints, Holiness, and Healing Churches......[.......... 20
Total.n e St o e s 45 102

The steady growth in the number of churches is shown in the dates of
organization of sixty-five of them as given in Table VIII.

TABLE VIII
Year Number

e e e A R ol B R A e R S 2
I856=80 e A e e 2
3ol o0 ) R SR et L S e P e T R e i 5
i ir5]0To A0 o oIRGB S B e L e s e Sl 5
TOOO-—TOTO . vimnd e asiel s Soat i S SNSRI S BN S T Rt sl 5
TOIO-—L5 B R o e, e A Wt 12
DT S M e s oo s e e RS R e S R LS B 5 D 4
B e b P S D T ST 3
TR o e s oatrers s v ey el e Fa e s S (e L e e e A Sy s e 15
O R O YO DA} (e Lot 6
TO205 0 et s b i e s o e s st Fanoe ol o e stmpre aiats 6

el bl et R S R T IR i & s e S 65

Church property—1It was not easy to determine the amount of money raised
and handled by the Negro churches for any specific period, because only the
better-organized churches keep accurate accounts.

The total value of the property holdings of twenty-six of the larger and
better-organized churches is $1,677,183.02, with a total indebtedness on
nineteen of them of $318,505.01. In twenty of the twenty-six annual collec-
tions aggregate $226,216.23.

By Dr. Michael Hines and Alexandrea Henry (2024).
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