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Source 1 

 

Be it remembered that on the 6th day of January in the year of our Lord 1818 personally 

appeared before Edmund Randle, Deputy Clerk of the County Court of Madison County 

– John Wallace with a black woman by the name of Sarah aged nineteen at the present 

date, being lately brought to this Territory by the said Wallace and the said Sarah 

agreed with the said Wallace her master to serve him as an Indentured Servant for and 

during the full term of ninety years from the date hereof and the said John Wallace 

enters into bond with security as the Law directs.  

[signed] Edmund Randle, Deputy Clerk 

  



 NAME _________________________________ 
 

DATE _________________________________ 
 

  
  2 

Source 2 

 

Be it remembered that on the eighteenth day of February 1818 personally appeared 

before me the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Madison County, Illinois Territory – Joseph 

Conway with a black boy of color by the name of Janet about fifteen years old, who was 

a slave in the state of Kentucky for Life and the said Janet voluntarily agreed with the 

said Joseph Conway his master to serve him as an Indentured servant for and during 

the full term of thirty years from and after the date hereof and the said Joseph Conway 

entered into bond with security as the law directs. 

[signed] Joseph Conway 
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This indenture made this 25th day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred & fifteen between Winney a negro woman about 35 years of age of Gallatin 

County Illinois Territory of the one part and William Kelly of the same county & territory 

of the other part witnesseth that the said Winney for and in consideration of the sum of 

$300 to her in hand paid by the said William Kelly at of before the sealing & delivery of 

these presents the receipt hereof whereby acknowledged and in conformity to a law of 

the said territory respecting the introduction of negroes and mulattoes into the same 

hath put placed and bound herself unto the said William Kelley [sic] to serve him from 

the date hereof until the full end and expiration of fifteen years next ensuing the date 

hereof during all which time the said Winney and the said Kelley shall and will well and 

truly serve and his lawful commands every where obey and that she will not embezzle 

or waste her said masters goods nor lend them to any without his consent nor shall she 

absent herself at any time from the service of her said master without his leave but in all 

things as a good and faithful servant shall and will always demean herself towards her 

said master during the said term and the said Kelley covenants and agrees to and with 

the said Winney that he will furnish her with good and sufficient meat drink washing and 

apparrel [sic] together with all other necessaries and conveniences fit for such a servant 

during the said term of fifteen years aforesaid and for the true performance of each and 
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every of the foregoing covenants and agreements each of the fore named parties 

hereby bind themselves each to the other firmly by these presents given under our 

hands and seals the date above mentioned in the beginning of this indenture. 

Done in the presents [sic] of  

Jos. M. Street Clk. G.C.C. 

Winney X her mark  

[signed] William Kelley 
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This indenture made this twenty second day of August in the year of our Lord Christ one 

thousand eight hundred and eighteen between Dan a negroe [sic] man about nineteen 

years of age of Gallatin County in the Illinois Territory of the one part and Cornelius 

Lafferty of the said county and territory of the other part, witnesseth, that the said negro 

man Dan for and in consideration of the sum of six hundred dollars to him in hand paid 

by the said Cornelius Lafferty at or before the unsealing and delivery of these presents 

the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged and in conformity to the law of said territory 

for the introduction of negroes & mulattoes the same hath put placed and bound himself 

to the said Cornelius Lafferty to serve from the date hereof until the full end and 

expiration of sixteen years next ensuing the date hereof or in other words from the date 

hereof untill [sic] the twenty second day of August in the year one thousand eight 

hundred and thirty four during all which time the said negro man Dan the said Cornelius 

Lafferty or his assigns shall and will well and truly serve and his or their commands 

every where obey and that he will not embezzle or waste his said master’s goods nor 

lend them to any person without his consent nor shall he absent himself at any time 

from the service of his said master without his leave, but in all things as a good and 

faithful servant shall always demean himself towards his said master during the said 

term and the said Cornelius Lafferty covenants and agrees to and with the said negro 
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man named Dan that he will furnish him with good and sufficient meat washing wearing 

apparel together with all other necessaries and conveniences fit for such a servant 

during said time and for the true performance of each and every of the foregoing 

covenants and agreements each of the forenamed parties do hereby bind themselves 

each to the other firmly by these presents. Witness our hands and seals the day and 

date first before written. 

Signed sealed and acknowledged 

before me, Joseph M. Street, Clerk of Circuit and County Court of Gallatin County 

Illinois Territory 

Dan X his mark 

[signed] Cornelius Lafferty 
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This indenture made this twenty second day of August in the year of our Lord Christ one 

thousand eight hundred and eighteen between Phillis a negro girl about fifteen years of 

age of Gallatin County in the Illinois Territory of the one part and John Posey of the said 

county and territory of the other part witnesseth that the said negro girl Phillis for and in 

consideration of the board clothing & maintenance herein after mentioned & agreed and 

to the sum of one dollar to her in hand paid by the said John Posey on or before the 

ensealing [sic] and delivery of these presents the receipt whereof is hereby 

acknowledged and in conformity to a law of said Territory for the introduction of negroes 

and mulattoes the same hath put placed and bound herself unto the said John Posey 

his heirs or assigns to serve from the date hereof until the full end and expiration of sixty 

years next ensuing the date hereof in other words from the date hereof until the twenty 

second day of August in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy eight during 

all which time the said negro girl Phillis the said John Posey and his heirs or assigns 

shall and will well and truly serve and his commands every where obey and that she will 

not embezzle or waste her said master’s goods nor lend them to any person without his 

consent nor shall she absent herself at any time from the service of her said master 

without his leave but in all things as a good and faithfull [sic] servant shall and well [sic] 

always demean herself towards his [sic] said master during the said term and the said 
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John Posey covenants and agrees to and with the said negro girl Phillis that he will 

furnish her with good and sufficient meat wearing apperal [sic] together will all other 

necessaries and conveniences fit for such a servant during said time and for the 

performance of each and every of the aforesaid covenants and agreements each of the 

fore named parties do hereby bind themselves each to the other firmly by these 

presents. Witness our hands and seals the say and date first above written.  

Signed sealed acknowledged before me in my office the above date 

Phillis X her mark 

 

And the said negro girl Phillis at the same time covents [sic] and agrees to and with the 

said John Posey his heirs and assigns that if he shall at any time wish to remove to any 

part of the United States she the said negro girl Phillis does freely consent to go with 

him or them to any place with in the United States or its Territories. Witness my hand 

and seal this twenty fourth day of August A.D. one thousand eight hundred eighteen. 

Phillis X her mark 
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This indenture made and entered into this eighteenth day of August in the year of our 

Lord Christ one thousand eight hundred eighteen between Dick a free man of color 

about twenty years of age of the County of Gallatin in the Territory of Illinois and John 

Forester of the same county and territory witnesseth that the said negroe [sic] man Dick 

for divers good causes and considerations him thereunto moving and for and in 

consideration of his board clothing lodging maintenance and good treatment being such 

as is fit and proper for a hired servant for and during his natural life and for and in 

consideration of the sum of one dollar in currant [sic] money now to him in hand paid at 

and before the signing sealing and delivery of these presents the receipt where of is 

hereby acknowledged by the said negroe man named Dick and the said John Forester 

his heirs assigns administrators &c from the payment thereof forever hereafter 

exhonerated [sic] and acquitted and in conformity to the several laws of this territory on 

the subject of indentured servants and the introduction into the said territory of negroes 

& mulattoes the said free negroe of color named Dick hath put placed and bound 

himself to the said John Forester to serve him his heirs executors administrators or 

assigns as an indented servant for and during the term of sixty years next ensuing the 

date of these presents to be fully ended and compleat [sic], or from the date of these 

presents until the eighteenth day of the month of August in the year of our Lord Christ 
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one thousand eight hundred and seventy eight during all which time the said free man 

of color Dick for and in consideration of the premises and the several stipulations 

agreements and conditions thereof the said John Forester shall and will well and truly 

serve and his lawfull [sic] commands every where and at all times carefully obey and 

perform, and he the said Dick will not waste or embezzle or knowingly permit any 

person to waste or embezzle his master’s the said John Forester’s goods and property 

put in his hands or under his care nor lend or dispose of them or any of them to any 

person or persons without the consent of the said John Forester his heirs executors 

administrators or assigns nor will he the said negroe [sic] man named Dick at any time 

during the term of service before mentioned in this indenture of bargain absent himself 

from the service of the said John Forester his heirs & or assigns without his or their 

consent first to be obtained, but like a good diligent and faithfull [sic] servant shall and 

will always demean himself towards his said master John Forester his heirs &c or 

assigns after the manner of a good and faithfull [sic] bound or indented servant 

according to the usages customs and laws in such cases made & provided during the 

whole period of the term or service mentioned and agreed on or intended so to be 

between the said Dick and the said John Forester. And the said John Forester for 

himself his heirs executors administrators and assigns doth hereby for and in 

consideration of the service aforesaid, and all and singular the stipulation covenants 
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agreements bargains &c premises aforesaid and in the foregoing part of this indenture 

explained and fully set out covenant and agree to and with the said negroe [sic] man 

Dick that he will furnish him with good & sufficient board lodging clothing &c together 

with all other necessaries & conveniences fit for said servant and usually given & 

furnished to indented servants for and during his natural life or so long said Dick shall 

choose to remain with him the said Forester after the expiration of said period of time for 

which he has contracted in these indentures and for and during the term of service 

mentioned in this indenture and the parties hereto do herby agree to and with each 

other that the just true and equitable damages to be rendered to the said John Forester 

his heirs executors administrators or assigns from the said Dick for a breach of any part 

of the said stipulations covenants &c agreements shall and is hereby agreed and fixed 

by them to be completion of the full term of service agreed to be rendered & no other 

nor shall the said Dick be released there from by the payment of any sum or sums of 

money whatever nor shall their [sic] be any other relief from the arms of this indenture 

sought by either party or rendered in any court either in law or equity the same being 

liquidated first, determined & agreed by and between them from which no relief shall be 

hand in law or equity. And for the true and faithfull [sic] performance off all and singular 

the covenants stipulations and agreements herein contained we the free man of colour 

Dick and the said John Forester do hereby bind ourselves each to the other firmly by 
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these presents. Witness our hands and seals this day and date first in the beginning or 

these indentures written & mentioned 

Done in the presents of Jos. M. Street Clerk of the County Curt in & for the County 

Gallatin aforesaid 

Dick X his mark 

[signed] John Forester  

 


